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Guidelines for applicants 
 

LEAF, the Local Environmental Action Fund, exists to help people to deliver projects 
that both address and raise awareness of environmental issues in Tyne and Wear 

and Northumberland. 

What LEAF supports 

The primary focus of applications must clearly be on the environment, but they 

should also show how they have a positive impact on the quality of life of 

communities, particularly in areas of environmental hardship. 

Projects should make a demonstrable change and have an immediate impact on the 

environment.  

All applications must have a wider educational, awareness raising element 

embedded into the planning and delivery. Applicants will need to show that there is 

realistic potential for ongoing community engagement if successful in receiving a 

LEAF grant.  

In addition to the core positive environmental impact, applications must demonstrate 
one of more of the following outcomes: 

• Encouraging communities to get involved in environmental activities 

• Changing behaviours leading to more local environmental action 

• Sharing learning about the environment with others 

 

The Fund will consider applications for projects focused on the following 

environmental themes:  

• Encouraging reduction, re-use, or recycling of materials 

• Improving bio-diversity, developing or re-establishing beneficial habitat 

• Regenerating or establishing community green spaces  

 

Other environmental themes may be considered where there is a compelling case to 

do so. 

Applicants will be asked to identify up to three SMART objects that will clearly 

demonstrate the impact an award will have on both the environment and the wider 

community. 
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Who can apply? 

We are particularly keen to receive applications from small local voluntary and 

community organisations. Larger environmental charities are eligible to apply but 

must demonstrate significant need and involvement from the local community in the 

development of the proposal and its delivery.  

What is the grant size? 

Applications are invited for grants between £750 up to a maximum of £10,000.  

When can I apply? 

You can apply any time, on the LEAF application form on our website: 

https://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/group_grant/grants-for-environmental-
activities/ 

Examples of projects that may be considered: 

• Projects that support, or help to re-establish biodiversity, for example: 

 

• planting of hedgerows and native trees. 

• community orchards, particularly using heritage varieties that are 

site/ geographically specific. 

• the introduction, or restoration of wetland, ponds, river banks, 

wildflower meadows, or beaches. 

 

• Projects that help to turn a plot of wasteland into sustainable community spaces, 

that benefit both people and wildlife. 

• Establishing and/ or delivering children’s nature clubs, woodland and forest 

education classes.  

• Projects that encourage partnership work with environmental organisations and 

the wider sector. 

 

What cannot be funded 

All applications must meet the Community Foundation’s eligibility criteria, which can 

be found on our website: https://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/apply/ 

 

For applications to LEAF, the following exemptions also apply: 

 

• Expeditions or fieldwork outside of the North East 

• Playground or school ground improvements  

• Individuals 

https://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/group_grant/grants-for-environmental-activities/
https://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/group_grant/grants-for-environmental-activities/
https://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/apply/
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• Beautification competitions, such as Villages in Bloom, and generic annual 

festivals 

• Large capital appeals or capital costs of renewable energy projects 

• Generic community garden/ allotment/ food growing projects 

• General litter picks 

• Renewable energy schemes 

 

Contact Us: 

For further information or if you would like to discuss a project idea in more detail 

please contact the Community Foundation on 0191 222 0945. 

 


